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Nicholas Smith, Who Got
To the Editor of the Sunday Journal: f
In compliance with your request I at-\ 1<

tonrloH a mootln cr Qnnofoy T ovAnr'n I ^

vestlgating committee. You asked me to
write for you anything that I might want i
to say about Mr. Searles's testimony. I'll- \

In the Sugar Trust Refineri

mm

16 1-2 Cents An Hour.
ortunately, the space that you have a

5tted to me will not allow me to sa

verything that I wish to say.
I had never seen Mr. Searles before. Du

nit all those sweltering Summer daj
rhen we piled the pea coal into the fu

es at Williamsburg, Where
\ 1

/ 4

\

Mr, Searfes Sti
-«. » » -»H

t Nicholas Smith was for three }
f familiarly known as the Sugar Trust

J boiler room gradually unaermmea ni,

to recover.
+ When he returned he teas told
J he has been out of work,
i This Nicholas Smith attended
J Searles, the treasurer of the Sugar T

dollars the Sugar Trust made every
Nicholas Smith desires, throng]

about the manner in which these mil
»-« »- » >

naces hour after hour, and sweated and
suffered the tortures of the damned In
those hot, stuffy boiler rooms, I never saw

this man whose millions I was, in my
J insignificant capacity, helping to pile up.
h The first time in my life that I saw Mr.
» Searles he was giving his testimony to the

Lexow committee.
pr The first thing I heard him say was that

when the price of raw sugar fell the consumerdid not profit by the fall. He repeateda lot of figures which I did not
understand. But I did understand that
remark about the fall in the price of raw
«n car

I believe it was during that Summer
when half a aozen men in the refinery
were prostrated by the heat that this fall
in the price of raw sugar occurred. The
consumer did not profit by it. Neither
/did my fellow workmen.

There is one thing that I wish to say beforeI go any further. I did not like the
way Senator Lexow and the other membersof the committee treated Mr. Searles.
They had ordered him to bring his books
and he had refused. They had asked him
questions which every bookkeeper in his
employ could have answered aud he had
professed complete ignorance.
Not only did he openly avow that his

concern controlled the bulk of the sugar
industry, that they made millions out of
it every year and that neither the public
nor his employes derived any benefit proportionateto the immense profits, but In
every way that lay in his power he antagonizedthe people's representatives and
placed obstacles in the way of their work.
And in the face of all this they treated

him with the utmost patience and courtesy
and leniency as if he were conferring a

great benefit upon the community.
There are 112 boilers in the Sugar Trust's

Williamsburg refinery, and each fireman
has three or four of them to attend to. I
worked ih this boiler room for three years,
from 6 a. m. to 6 p. m. for sixteen and
one-half cents an hour.
Mr. Searles is a very economical man.

Not a single grain of sugar goes to waste
in that refinery. As for labor going to
waste.why, they even sold beer to us to

keep us from going out to get it.
I heard Mr. Searles tell how the annual

profits' of the Sugar Trust sometimes
amounted to $25,000,000 a year. I am a

patient man and I have learned to bear
suffering without a murmur. They all
learn that, those poor devils In the refinery.
Yet when I heard that man, who goes to

a Christian church and wro professes to
be a believer In the words of Christ, tell
how he made $25,000,000 a year profit from
the labor of those thousands of poor, halfstarvedRussians and Poles whom he has employedto take the places of sttong, earnest

1- citizens of his own country, who could
y not afford to work for those pitiful wages.

when I heard him say that and thought of
r- all the men whom I had seen faint after
s their day's work in that stifling refinery,
r- and thought of the hundreds of women who

the Men Have to Work in i!

idied 5y a Sugar T
-»: . »

/ears a fireman in the employ of the America
. Daring these years he worked twelve hourt
s health. He asked for leave of absence and <

tl&ri he had been away too long, and that his

a session of the Lexow Trust Investi*
rust, teas on the stand. Mr. Henries told the
year.
h the medium of the Sunday Journal, to te
lions of dollars are made.
»- <«««»>.O.- - <» *

'd cried because their husbands hail been
^.'iveii out of employment, and thought of
all the suffering that is pent up within the
black walls of that vile place, it was all I

could do to keep from jumping from my
seat and crying:
"You have made your $25,000,000 out of

the souls and blood of men!"
He swore that the condition of the men

In the refinery was better now than it was

before the days of trusts, when all the refinerieswere in activecompetition with
one another. I wish
he had asked me to

help him out in this
assertion.

It would nave giv^n
me exquisite delight
to tell him that the
cookers, the experts
in the sugar refining
business who once
made as mucli as $75
and $100 a week
were now earning
from $25 to $28.

I would gladly have
helped Mr. Searles NffiS
by reminding him
that tnachinists and
goou inecnumcs get
from $12 to $18 n week in the refinery
of the Sugar Trust; that the firemenwho face that awful heat of the
furnaces get 16'^ cents an hour; that steamfittersget 15 cents an hour, and that packers.shovellers and laborers who work in
water and steam day and night, frequently
in a temperature of 140 degrees, get 14K
cents an hour for it.
But I find that I have omitted the point

of it all. These wages are not so bad.
Fifteen cents an hour for a poor man with
a wife and children is, after all, not the
worst thing in the world. I know men
who would take even less and bless Mr.
Searles and all his millions, and pray for
him daily, for giving them the chance of
earning it.
But the men cannot stand the icork a

sufficient number of hours to make decentwages!

t TeXOW HAS*NO 1
T To W. R- Hearst New Vnrle Imr
^ ,

-f I have no reason to doubt
f Smith regarding the Sugar T'ru

ployes. Therefore, regarding ths
+ ten, I have nothing to criticise.
X So far as any inferences to

X is discriminating against the wo

X man are concerned, I have only
X record, and not the statements,
X which are not borne out by the
X

be Fierce, Heat, Often to the ]

rusl" Wnrfcman.
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m Svgar Refining Company, more <

? a day. The terrific heat of the <
obtained it. It took him two weeks 4

place had been filled. Since then 4

7ating Committee while John E. ]
committee how many millions of j

4
11 the Lexow Committee something *

4
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Sugar King Searks, Whc

DOLTBT*OF t
rnal: +
the statements made by Mr. +
st and its treatment of its em- +

it portion of what he has writ- +

the effect that the committee -4

rkingman in favor of the rich
10 say mai we reiy on me +

insinuating such a situation X
: facts. X

++
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Point of Utter Exhaustion,
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d Made $25,000,000 in Sugar.

Most of the men engaged in this seven

labor are foreigners of the lowest type
They are mere beasts of burden, formet
for 110 other purpose than continuous work
Yet few of them can stand the strain lonf
enough to make more than $8 a week.anc
the profits of the Trust are $500,000 ;

week!
Oh. Mr. Searles. were not the wages it

the engine room formerly from ,$1S to $2<
a week, and are they not to-day $11.8S :

week for six days' work of twelve hour:
each'.'' Why did you not tell that to Sena
tor Lexow?
Had I trusted myself to speak I woult

have sprung from my seat and would hav<
told a story that would have made ever;
honest man in the room cry "Shame!" upoi
Mr. Searles.

I would have told them that, before th.
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<1;:ys of the Sugar
f. t: yy « irnsi over hu per

cent of the 5.000 -»

'i'/jji i » employes ^of the
\ various refineriesJpr\were Americans,
or English speakingIrish or GormanAmericans,

' HRr while to-day not o per cent of thePmm 3.500 employes can speak a word
of English.

}wSf I would have told them that r*>Bspr man employed In those great
works to-day, with the exception (of a handful of bricklayers and
carpenters and the 500 or OihI
truckmen, who are strong enough
to hold their own, can belong to
any labor organization.

I would have told them my own
story.how. overcome by the
fierce heat of those furnaces. I

" a» iakpli sick ana rnint ana hnd to
leave my work and spend what little
money I had saved in doctor's bills and
medicines.while those who were strongerand could keep it up longer than I
kept steadily on piling in coal and pilingup those millions and millions of»j dollars for Mr. Searles.
Ay, but that would have been a pret*/ty story for Mr. Searles to hear!
And they arc kind-hearted in that refinery!The fireman and the machinistssweat all day and sweat all night

and suffer from an unquenchable thirst.
The Sugar Trust takes pity on their deplorablecondition and hires special men

to bring in beer for the sufferers. Well,
it's the most generous thing they do

over there. It actually contains a grain of
philanthropy. But, as pure philanthropy

j is a violation of the eegulatiohs and bylawsof (he Trust, they charge the men a
r certain sum for every glass of beer thev
1 drink. The element of philanthropy that I
t refer to lies in the fact that the Sugar

Trust makes no profit on the beer.
i How I looped to he, for a few minutes, In
> the place of Senator Lexow!
1 "Is it not true." I would have asked Mr.
s Searles. "that your company has driven

more than 3,000 American citizens out of
employment and replaced them by forelgn!
ers who are not citizens and who are will?inp to work for a slave's wapes?"
And then I would have asked him these

questions:
"is not employment in the wiring and

cooking room, for which 14cents an hour
is paid, dangerous to health?

.uuriiiH me nor weatner <lo your men
uot succumb by the score to the terrible
temperature in the wiring and cooking
room?.
"Do you make any allowance for a man

who Is taken sick through this terrible exposure?
"Is it not a fact that no man can stand

the work required of him thirty weeks out
of fifty-two?
"Is it not a fact that membership In a

laljior organization will cause a workingman'sdischarge?"
Gentlemen of the Lexow Committee: if

you wish to know the truth concerning the
doings of the Sugar Trust, its methods, its
profits, its system and its tortures, call the
superintendents, the managers, the foremen.They are not millionaires, like Mr.
Searles. nor are they as expert at repartee V
as that gentleman is.
Promise them immunity from Mr.

Searles's resentment and then compel them
to answer yo\». jBBW
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